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Laying the Foundation

A few years ago | helped a
friend who was building

his own house. | had done
a bit of construction work
and thought this would be
no problem. However, |
had never done what we
were planning to do that
day: lay the foundation.

We began mixing our ce-
ment and laying our blocks
and all seemed to be going
well. Yet after about 3
rows of blocks we were off
by less than a half inch. 1
thought this was no big
deal and was ready to keep
going. My friend, how-
ever, informed me we
would have to rip every-
thing up and start again.
That halfinch now would
grow with each row result-
ing in a crooked and less
than stable house.

| learned that day the im-

portance of foundations.
And that is what Living
Hope Baptist Church
helped Parker and | do in
Ayorou in January.

The end vision is a repro-
ducing church in Ayorou
reaching out with the Gos-

pel to surrounding villages.

However, that can only
happen if the proper foun-
dation is laid.

Living Hope brought a
team of 8 people who
helped lay that foundation
for Ayorou. Each day they
shared their testimonies,
Bible stories, and prayed
for people in the 4 quarters
of Ayorou we are targeting.
With God as the ultimate
builder, He is working
through us and volunteers
to build His church.

The team from Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowling Green Kentucky.

Casting the Vision

The end vision of our team is the establishment of a vibrant, evangelical Songhai Church.
This Church will serve Jesus as their Lord and Savior and will be fully engaged in taking the
Gospel to her families, neighbors and surrounding villages still living in darkness, without
Him.

| am sure that you are familiar with the parable of the sower recorded in Luk&.8We
have witnessed the parable first hand as we have ministered to the Songhai. We have rejoiced
as the Gospel penetrated village after village that had not heard of Jesus and His saving grace.

We have watched as seeds have been sown and fallen by the road to be trampled by false
religion and godless culture. Satan is truly at work among the Songhai.

We have grieved as seeds fell on the rocky soil. At first, beautiful new believers came forth,
but they soon withered and died as temptation of the old way enticed them to return to the
culturally acceptable way for their people.

We have despaired as the thorns of life have overtaken many; they have not persevered in the
faith, and they will never know the fullness of His provision and protection.

We have greatly rejoiced when a few seeds have fallen upon good ground and produced be-
lievers who are growing in their likeness of Christ.

The task of sowing the Gospel among the Songhai is not finished. There are villages yet to be
entered. There are fields yet to be plowed. There are seeds that have not been sown. The
Songhai still live in darkness, many yet to hear.

Will you be a part of sowing the Gospel Message among our people?

consider

Prayerfully how you wil!/| be involyv



