
Songhai Homelands ï Past and Present  

 Songhai sorcerers, kings, and warriors, used their magic and fearless battle skills in the 15th and 

16th centuries to conquer their neighbors and establish a vast empire.  Before falling to invaders, 

their rulers'  extensive organizational skills and Islamic faith led  them to develop the greatest, 

West African, medieval empire centered in Gao, Mali.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, ancestral lands have diminished and the need for survival has reduced this once proud 

people to subsistence farming.  Though divided i nto three major  dialects, most of the two to four 

million Songhai (population estimates vary greatly) live along each bank of the upper bend of 

the Niger River in what is today Eastern Mali , Northeastern Burkina Faso, and Northwestern  

Niger Republic.  

 

 

 
 
 


