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for Volunteers 
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I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.   1 Corinthians 13:1 RSV 

Welcome to langu age learning   
One of the first frustrations you will experience as a volunteer is in your lack of ability to 
communicate in words to the Songhai People.  In your short time on the field, you will not 
become fluent, despite your best intentions!  It takes years of hard work to master a language.   
 
In the beginning, language study consists of repeating memorized lists of vocabulary words 
according to rules of grammar and mimicking sounds.  Language learning quickly progresses to 
encompassing so much more than this.  It involves the study of culture, customs, thought 
processes, worldview, and religion.  To become fluent, one needs to also to understand the 
people who speak that unique language.  It is learning such things as how to be appropriate in 
communicating, discovering what is funny, understanding the moral or wisdom expressed in a 
proverb or saying, finding out what the new people group thinks is important and what is not in 
a given situation, becoming aware of what one is communicating in dress, facial expressions, 
and body language.  It is realizing that distinctive concepts and ideas and beliefs can only be 
expressed in this new language, because English has no words to describe the same thought! 
 
God has always had communication with us, relationship with us, as His highest priority.  We can 
trace His hand at work through Scripture as He uses words and languages and word pictures to 
get His message across in different ways and through different people.  His strongest message, 
of course, was in The Word who became flesh and lived among us! 
 
We recognize your interest and thank God for your desire to spread The Good News.  It is our 
prayer that this recording would be helpful to you as an introduction to the Zerma/ Songhai 
language.  We want to encourage you in this effort.  May the words of your mouth be pleasing 
both to Him and edifying to those to whom you come to minister.   
 
First, I would like to identify the voices you will be hearingτI am Sally Womble, a member of the 
Songhai People Group Team of the International Mission Board.  Cephus is one of our 
translators, a gifted language study teacher, and a beloved brother in Christ.   
 
!ƭǎƻΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀǎ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ {ƻƴƎƘŀƛ Χ ƻƴŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ 
around Niamey, Niger, one centered around Gao, Mali and another centered around Timbuktu, 
Mali.  We will be speaking the Songhai of the Niamey area. 
 

 



Sounds 
 
As we begin, I would like for you to listen to the familiar story of the creation of the world by 
God in Genesis 1 being read from the Zerma Bible.  Listen to the sounds of this language... (see 
Scripture text) 




