FOR OUR SAVIOR

SEEKING THE SONGHAI

I The Songha

Randy and his teacher, Hama

| Team

| Can Teach Them

Songhai language learning has been,
and still is, one of the most difficult
challenges | have faced since com-
ing to Niger. Just about the time |

4 think | have made some real pro-
gress | enter a conversation where |

am certain they must be speaking a
language other than Songhai, but
they are not!

So much of the Ianguage conversa
tion is fi

erbso so even
words, | still have no idea of what
they are talking about. I am begin-
ning to understand that learning about
Songhai culture goes hand in hand
with the language learning process.

My teachers have been very patient
with me, and | thank God for their
willingness to continue. Some days it
seems as though | have forgotten
more than I learned. Did | mention |
am 58 years of
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myself to use that as an excuse for
not continuing to learn, even though
others say it is difficult compared to
when you are younger.

My official time for language learn-
ing has almost ended but I realize this
is just the beginning of my real min-
istry.( | am so ready for that day to
come).
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Songhal Ianguage to the Songhai peo-
ple of His love and mercy to them. |
can show them

how to receive Jesus as their Lord
and Savior. | can teach them how to
walk with God and rely upon Him for
all that comes their way. That alone
has been my primary motivation
since coming to Niger, and with
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The change comes in a blink of an
eye. One day you are a nurse, banker,
teacher, or seminary graduate, accom-
plished, confident and proficient. The
next day you can not speak a word to
the person standing in front of you!

|t is your hear
love of Christ with lost people, but
you do not speak their language. So,
it is back to school. Back to being a
toddler in a culture that you do not
understand. A culture who uses a lan-
guage that you do not speak.

It is imperative that all people hear
the Gospel in their heart language,
their mother tongue. It is imperative
that The Message reaches the deepest
depths of their being, so it must be in
their own language. The Songhai
must hear the Gospel in Songhai, so
we work toward that end.

Progress is being made:

*Missionaries continue to complete
classroom language study and make
progress each day.

*The Jesus film has been translated in
Timbuktu Son hal and will be dlstrlb
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*The Go d 6 s vifeb B cugrently
in the translation process for the
Songhai of the Timbuktu region.

*Bible translation work continues in
the Songhai language.

*Cassettes and radio programs are
being heard across the Songhai lands.

His Word is going forth among the
Songhai. He promises that it will
bring about a harvest. Proclaiming
Him in Songhai until the harvest
comes. Brad
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